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TERMITE SWARMS 
 

Usually, one of the first signs of a termite infestation is the appearance of swarmers (pictured above), which is in the spring for the spe-
cies of termite found in Kansas. Swarms usually generate panic calls from homeowners who suddenly see what can be thousands of 
winged termites appearing in a living room or basement or even outside. Swarms are an indication that termites are present and that a 
healthy colony may be nearby. If you see mud tubes or see a swarm this spring, call our office to schedule an inspection. Keep some of 
the insects for our inspector to identify and we’ll discuss a treatment plan that will provide ongoing protection for your home or busi-
ness. 

TERMITE TRIVIA 
 
 
 
 

 The total weight of all termites on Earth is estimated to be much greater than the total weight of all humans on Earth. 

 Several species of “higher” termites (e.g., Macrotermes bellicosus) raise their own fungi, inside their nest, as a food source. 

 Termites communicate primarily via pheromones, but the majority of species also strike their heads against the sides of 
their nests, tunnel walls or even their own thorax. Variations in frequency and pattern of such “tapping” seem to constitute 
“messages” which seem to be understood by (at least elicit responses from) other colony members. 

PEST CONTROL PATRON SAINTS 
 

 St. Patrick is considered the patron saint of pest management professionals (PMPs), even though the legend of him running snakes out of 
Ireland is probably untrue. 
 St. Patrick arrived in Ireland as a slave, then as a missionary who brought Christianity to the island. Nearly 1,600 years later, he is celebrated 
as the patron saint of the Emerald Isle and believed to have eliminated snakes from the island. 
But according to A History on the Net podcast, he didn’t actually eliminate snakes from the island. Historians theorize that the legend makes sense if you 
replace snakes with pre-Christian paganistic beliefs. 
 St. Patrick isn’t the only pest-related patron saint, however. Here is a look at a couple more: 

 
• St. Gratus of Aosta is known as the patron saint against fear of insects and animal attacks. He is also the patron saint 
against weather, such as fire, hail, lightning and rain. St. Gratus was the bishop of Aosta, Italy, sometime after 451. He 
evangelized people, established charities and was known as a miracle worker. 
 

 March 17 not only marks St. Patrick’s feast day, but also St. Gertrude of Nivelles, who is the patron saint of cats. There 
is no official documentation of this from the Vatican; rather, the first known association of her with cats goes back to 
1982 with the publication of a catalog on “metropolitan cats” by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. The 
likely reason she’s now the “cat lady saint” is St. Gertrude’s association with rats and mice, according to the U.S. 
Catholic website. Representations of St. Gertrude going back to the Middle Ages portray her with rodents scurrying 
around her feet or running up the staff of her crozier (a curved staff). 

 
St. Gertrude’s intercession to ward off disease-carrying rodents would have made her an important saint to call upon 
when much of Europe was decimated by bubonic plague. And because cats are the animal most people think of as the 
natural predator of rats and mice, it doesn’t take much of a leap to extend St. Gertrude’s patronage to protecting cats. 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/st-patrick-didnt-get-rid-snakes-patron-saint-exterminators
https://catholicsaints.info/saint-gratus-of-aosta/
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202003/how-st-gertrude-of-nivelles-became-the-cat-lady-of-the-catholic-church/
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202003/how-st-gertrude-of-nivelles-became-the-cat-lady-of-the-catholic-church/


TIRED OF TRYING TO KEEP UP WITH FERTILIZING 
AND RIDDING YOUR YARD OF WEEDS? 

 
CALL 620.662.3616 NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR LAWN 

CARE SERVICE FOR 2026  
or e-mail shania@advancepest.com 
______________________________ 

Several service options are available to help you dis-
play a beautiful lawn in 2026! 

It is not the variegated colors, the cheerful sounds, and the 
warm breezes which enliven us so much in spring; it is the 

quiet prophetic spirit of endless hope, a presentiment of 
many happy days, the anticipation of higher everlasting blos-
soms and fruits, and the secret sympathy with the world that 

is developing itself.—Martin Opitz 

 

 

This Newsletter is intended to bring you information to make your 

life easier and more enjoyable. Please pass this Newsletter along to 
friends and relatives who might need our services.  

 

If you have questions or comments, or if you would like to schedule an 

appointment for a termite inspection, general pest control, lawn care, 
attic insulation or treatment for a bed bug infestation, please call our 
office at 620.662.3616 or e-mail us at advance@advancepest.com.  

 

We sincerely appreciate your business! 

COSTLY CRITTERS 
 

  
 
 
 
 
The annual price tag associated with costs to treat subterranean 
termites and repair preventable damage exceeds $2.5 billion 
annually in the United States alone. Termites are the most dam-
aging structural pests, affecting over 600,000 homes. Most 
homeowners’ insurance policies cover loss from fire, storm and 
earthquakes, but it is almost impossible to carry insurance 
against termite infestations. 
 
As your termite control specialist, ADVANCE Termite & Pest 
Control is your best bet to help avoid expensive termite damage. 
Termites, found in almost every state, Mexico and parts of Cana-
da, eat wood, paper products, books, cardboard, and furniture 
and have been known to prey on cherished family belongings. 
Buildings with steel framing and masonry walls are targets too 
because of wood doors, window frames, support beams, cabinets 
or shelving inside them. 
 
When termites target homes with slab construction, they are 
often difficult to detect until the damage becomes obvious.  
 
For ongoing peace of mind, contact our office for a termite in-
spection of your home every year: 620.662.3616 or ad-
vance@advancepest.com. 

A smile is contagious—be a carrier! 
 

Call our office: 
620.662.3616 or e-mail us at 
advance@advancepest.com 
or reach out via our website: 

www.advancepest.com 

JUST FOR GRINS 
 

 
 

Outside a muffler shop: “No appointment necessary. We hear you coming.” 
 
In a veterinarian’s waiting room: “Be back in five minutes. Sit! Stay!” 
 
At the electric company: ”We would be delighted if you send in your payment; however, if 
you don’t, you will be.” 
 
Inside a bowling alley: “Please be quiet. We need to hear a pin drop.” 
 

mailto:advance@advancepest.com

